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Pipe Markings 2

This second collection of pipe markings illustrates scripts of several organ
builders not represented in the first collection - especially of the Dallam-Harris-
Byfield lineage.

It is clear that there are distinct scripts from the two great organ building
schools which arose in the 17th century - the Smith school and the Harris school.
Within these schools the constituent organ builders show slight variations within
the context of the basic script whilst retaining an overall similarity. How far this
distinction is consistent is by no means certain, and it remains unsafe to identify
the provenance of pipework solely on the evidence of pipe markings.

There appears to be a watershed i the 18th century when the archaisms of
the Smith and Harris scripts disappear and a modern style is established,
characterized by modem letter forms and the use of the # sign instead of tails. As
so often with changing styles there is overlap, so that we find, for example,
Snetzler using tails for sharps in the second half of the 18th century.

Some early William Hill markings are given. A comparison of these with
those of Gray & Davison from the middle of the 19th century shows striking
similarities which demonstrates vividly the caveat that 19th century pipe markings
are not safe clues as to the authorship of the pipes. It seems as if a universal
script had gained currency amongst pipemakers - possibly, it has been suggested,
to do with the teaching of uniform handwriting in schools; it might also be seen as
a facet of the spread of factory methods of organ building with large works
forces.

The compiler is indebted to the several contributors of these markings
whose authorship is acknowledged with each set. He is also grateful to those who
have supplied sets of markings which have so far not been used. There is an
accumulation of anonymous pipe markings which will sometime be given an
airing.

David C. Wickens
June 1994



Contents

| Page | Year Location Org Builder Remarks

01-02 {1625¢  |Stanford-on-Avon Dallam ) |
02 11631¢c  |Tewkesbury Dallam _ ]
02 1653 . |Lanvellec Dallam, Robert ]
02-06 1662  |Oxford, New College Dallam, Robert o

03-06 17137 |Oxtord, New College Harris, Renatus

07 1665 _|Nettlecombe Court Loosemore, John o

08 1673  Walton-on-Thames Smith, Bernard e

09 |1678 |Chichester Cathedral Harris, Renatus

09 1725¢  [(Chichester Cathedral Byfieid, John { o
10 1708c  [Sedgefield, St.Edmund Smith, Gerard

11-12 |1715¢ _ |Whitchurch {Middlesex}, St.Lawrence|Smith, Gerard ?

13 1717¢_ [Finedon, St.Mary Smith, Gerad 7 | ]
14 1742  |London, St.Helen, Bishopsgate Griffin, Thomas o
15 1742 rivate residence Snetzler, John _

16 1760¢ |Edinburgh, Russell Collection Anon. ~

17 1765 iRotherhithe, St.Mary Byfield, John il

18 1769 _|Powderham Castle Seede, Brice

19 1780 ‘|Abingdon, St.Helen Byfield, England & Russell o

20-21 |1800s  |Markenfield Hall (ex) Anon. ]
22 1820c |[Hassop, All Saints Lincoln, H.C.

23 1826 _|Belton House Elliot, Thomas L

24 1839 |Cambridge, St.John’s College Hill, William o
25 1842 |Durrow Church, Ireland Telford, William )

26 1847 |Wentworth Church, Yorks Bishap, J.C. (prob) to Haringhuizen, The Netherlands |
26 1847 |Haringhuizen, The Netherlands Bishop, J.C. (prob) ex Wentworth Church, Yorks.

27 1851 iLimehouse, 5t.Ann Gray & Davison o ]
28 1851 [Bristol, Buckingham Chapel, Clifton Monday, Joseph o
29 (1862 |Westminster, St.James, Piccadilly _ |Bishop, J.C. ]
130 jﬂl 861 Manchester Cathedral Nicholson, John o
30 1861 __|Bolton, Holy Trinity . Nicholson, John ex Manchester Cathedral

3 1837 __ lLudiow Parish Church Walker, Joseph -
31 1860 jLudlow Parish Church Gray & Davison _

31 11883  |Ludlow Parish Church Gray & Davison

Frant cover: pipe markings from stopped wooden pipes m an ananymous chamber organ ex Mark enfield Hall, traced by Martin Goetze




Organ Builders

Qrg Builder Year Location Page number
Anon. 1760c¢__ |Edinburgh, Russell Collection 16
Anon. |1800s__ |Markenfield Hall {ax) 20-21
Bishop, J.C. 1852 Westminster, St.James, Piccadilly 29
Bishop, J.C. (prob)|{1847 IHaringhuizen, The Netherlands 26
Bishop, J.C. (prob) (1847  Wentworth Church, Yorks 26
Byfield, England & [1780  |Abingdon, St.Helen 19
Byfield, John | 1725¢  [Chichester Cathedral )
Byfield, John Il 1765 Rotherhithe, St.Mary 17
Dailam ___|1625c¢ [Stanford-on-Avon 1-2
Dallam 1631c Tewkesbhury 2
Dallam, Robert 1653 |Lanvellec 2
Daliam, Robert  |1662  |Oxford, New Collage 2-6
Elfiot, Thomas ~ |1826  |Belton House 23
Gray & Davison 18561 Limehouse, St.Ann 27
Gray & Davison  |1860 _ |Ludiow Parish Church 31
Gray & Davison 1883 Ludlow Parish Church 31
Griffin, Thomas 1742  |London, St.Helen, Bishopsgate 14
Harris, Renatus 1678 Chichester Cathedral 9
Harris, Renatus 17137 |Oxford, New College 3-6
Hill, William 1839 Cambridge, St.John's College 24
Lincoin, H.C. 1820c |Hassop, All Saints 22
Loosemore, John |1665  |Nettlecombe Court 7
Monday, Joseph (1861 Bristoi, Buckingham Chapel, Clifton 28
Nicholson, John  |1861  [Bolton, Holy Trinity 30
Nicholsen, John  [1861 Manchester Cathedral 30
Seede, Brice 1769 Powderham Castle 18
Smith, Bernard 1673 Walton-on-Thames 8
Smith, Gerard 1708c _|Sedgefield, St.Edmund 10
Smith, Gerard ? _ |1715¢c__ |Whitchurch {Middlesex), St.Lawrence 1112
Smith, Gerard ? 1717c [Finedon, St.Mary 13
Snetzler, John 1742 private residence 15
Telford, William 1842 Durrow Church, Ireland 25
Walker, Joseph 1837 _ |Ludlow Parish Church 31

"Locations

Location Year Org Builder Page number
Ahingdon, St.Helen 1780  iByfield, England & [19
Belton House 1826 Elliot, Thomas 23
Bolton, Holy Trinity 1861 Nicholson, John {30
Bristol, Buckingham Chapel, Clifton 1851 |Monday, Joseph |28
Cambridge, St.John's College 1839  [Hiil, William 24
Chichester Cathedral 1678  [Harris, Renatus 9
Chichester Cathedral 1725¢  [Byfield, John | 9
Durrow Church, Ireland - 1842 [Telford, William 25
Edinburgh, Russell Collection 17680c  [Anon. 16
Finedon, St.Mary 1717¢c  |Smith, Gerard ? 13
Haringhuizen, The Netherlands 1847 |Bishop, J.C. (prob)(26
Hassop, All Saints 1820c¢ [Lincoln, H.C. 22
Lanvellec 1653  [Daillam, Robert 2
Limehouse, St.Ann 1851 Gray & Davison 27
London, St.Helen, Bishopsgate 1742  |Griffin, Thomas 14
Ludlow Parish Church 1837 alker, Joseph 31
Ludlow Parish Church 1860 |Gray & Davison 131
Ludlow Parish Church 1883 Gray & Davison |31
Manchester Cathedral 1861 Nicholson, John 30
Markenfield Hall (ex) 1800s |Anon. 20-21
MNettlecombe Court 1665 Loosemore, John |/
Oxford, New Coliege 1662 Dallam, Robert 2-6
Oxford, New College 17137 |Harris, Renatus 3-6
Powderham Castie_ 1789 [Seede, Brice = |18
private residence 1742  [Snetzler, John 15
Rotherhithe, St.Mary 1765  [Byfieid, John il 17
Sedgefield, St.Edmund 1708¢c |Smith, Gerard 10
Stanford-on-Avon 1625¢c  [Dallam 1-2
Tewkesbury . 1631¢ [Dallam 2
'Waiton-on-Thames 1673 Smith, Bernard 8
\Wentworth Church, Yorks 1847 Bishop, J.C. {prob}|26
\Westminster, St.James, Piccadilly 1852 Bishop, J.C. 29
'Whitchurch (Middlesex), St.Lawrence 1715¢  [Smith, Gerard ? 11-12
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St ot pipes + Welkon-on Thommes  (473)
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ST. MARY'S, FINEDON GERARD SMITH?, 17177

taken from the lowest two octaves of the Great Principal.

All the original pipes are
marked with their note on

I"" - | _ both body and foot, just
above and slightty to the

right of the flatting on the

\_6 body, and just below and to
l the right of the flatting on the

foot. In addition, the rank is marked on the foot

close to the note mark. The 'P' (above) is on the

Great Principal; the Fifteenth is marked '15', and
the Twelfth '12" {but with the note marks
corresponding to pitch, i.e. C is marked 'g’).
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WOOD PIPE MARKS ~ CHAMBER ORGAN, JOHANNES SCHNETZLER, 1742 (Maw Cockston) -

These original marks are on the pipe fronts, above the mouth bevels, and are in ink.
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ex MhrweEntiely DAL
ANON. CHAMBER CRGAN. EARLY 191n C.

Open Diapason and Principal, wood pipe marks, traced. They are in ink, at the top 6! the pipe TGNt
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BELTON HOUSE ! METAL PIPES
CLLIOT i R2G

PRINCIPAL MARXED //01* (4 STROKES) AND &
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TAPERED AND HAVE THE PITCH

Magxe STAMPED o~ ThE BIDE,

£

1Y

END VIEW OF bBiloxi,

LR ING  TOWARDS  RESOMATOR.

o
29

MHG (8.1084




N
Ly | (WP
S
[u)
\5

(&alu\; )




burrow C"\\Jrc)ql \"Q\&.h& \%A"Z TQ\%Q(‘L
Qn Pr

fn LA
2
[

o fr

o e O T
=
=
\‘&

% up \b&\{ S\‘vov_\t

25



Sw ?r—‘.

Ce

CL¢

3

\RAd orm o . :
e % ex \"\\Q\'\’tmo\-\:\n C-\‘\\H'“c.\r\‘\{or-\{.s.

nowl ok ‘t‘\&t"\ng\\\l'\z-en)
\)\'\e_ Nﬂ-\'\\ﬁr\aﬁés
C

fer (erard “e_r\oo‘a

Tw)
)




Sy

Linehe var
S:"Ax;hvm



%dc.\’-.tnS\M C-\‘WO\‘ '
Uil Teichol
' T M, \364
\.;?e‘m)-.s’nln\-.g Sm‘\\w“wf‘o:“ﬁbli o 3“4\.
Sivdar v Mo on ol ethor vl gt
VA'.D.-\ Y9 SM.SJ.

q:T' (‘e - ?r;.“.'.y.\)

73
e
Yoq
ﬁ C

o (*0p" - Open Dingparen
c jw" S0t - Swelt )

(e - Uineiyd )
(g t-_\;u.&\.)

> (4 - Tiewd)

Yiges warked caiire "I &0)\1 wynx..‘)z: \Ala.u\ vy
nte masks on hoak (and balls o Guuda)

ne WmavkS ow uooAu_p'.ws

&
D
o
%
2
¥
¢
§
4

feeds o) Ganlea Lmr_ re¥e wadks On\\[

D
GO

dcw b a1




ST. JAMES'S, PICCADILLY

Sample pipe marks from three ranks: Bishop, 1852
The marks ara taken from pipes in the 1{t, actave. The marks in the boxes show the arangement on the pips bodies, and aré to be found about

O%y up The pipe fronts; thp notes only aragscnbed on thé middle of thg pipe feet
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Sample markings by other builders. (Joseph Walker, Gray & Davison)

Great; Open Diapason no. 3 Walker 337
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Aims of BIOS

1. To promote chiective scholarly research into the
history of ihe organ and its music in all its aspects.
and, mn pariicular, into the organ and s music in
Britain.

2. To conserve the sources and materials for the
history of the organ in Britain, and to make them
accessible to scholars,

3. To work for the preservation, and, where
necessary, the faithiul restoration of historic organs
in Britain.

4. To encourage an exchange of scholarship with
similar bodies and individuals abroad, and to promote
a greater appreciation of historical overseas and
continental schools of organ building in Britain.



