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Pipe Markings 2

This second collection ofpipe markings illustrates scripts of several organ
builders not represented in the first collection - especially ofthe Dallam-Harris-
Byfield lineage.

It is clear that there are distinot scripts flom the two great organ building
schools which arose in the lTth century - the Smith school and the Harris school.
Witlin ttrese schools tle constituent organ builders show slight variations within
the context ofthe basic script rvhils retaining an overall similarity. How far this
distinction is consistent is by no means certain, and it remains unsale to identify
the provenanoe ofpipework solely on the evidence ofpipe markings.

There appears to be a watershed in the l8tl century when the archaisms of
the Smith and Ifurris scripts disappear and a modern style is established,
characterized by modern letter forms and the use ofrhe # sign instead oftails. As
so often witl sfienging styles there is overlap, so that we fnd, for example,
Snetder using tails for sharps in tle second half of the l8tl century.

Some early William Ifll markings are given. A conryarison of these with
those of Crray & Davison from the middle of the l9th century shows striking
similerities'which dsmonstrates vividly the caveat that lgth century pipe markings
are not safe clues as to the authorship ofthe pipes. It seems as if a universal
scrbt had gained currency amongst pipemakers - possibly, it has been suggested,
to do with the teaching ofuniform handwriting in schools; it might also be seen as
a facet of the spread offrctory methods of organ building witl large works
foroes.

The coryiler is indebted to the several contributors of these martings
whose authorship is aclnowledged with each set. He is also gratefi to tlose who
have supplied sets of markings raihioh have so far not been used. There is an
accumulation of anorymous pipe markings which will sometime be g en an
airine.

David C. Wickens
June 1994
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Organ Builders
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GERARD SMITH?,  1717?

All the original pipes are
marked with their note on
both body and ioot, just
above and slightly to the
right of the tlatting on the
body, and just below and to
the right ot the flatting on the

loot- ln addition, the rank is marked on the foot
close to the note mark. The ?' (above) is on the
Great Principal; the Fifteenth is marked'15', and
the Twelfth '12 (but with the note marks
corresponding to pitch, i .e. C is marked'g').

M.H.G.  27.7.1993

. ST. MARY'S, FINEDON

taken lrom the lowest ilvo octaves of the Great Principal.
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wooD prpE MARKS cHAMBER oRGAN, JOHANNES SCHNETZLER, 1742 ([to" c,,.kst")

These original mark are on the pipe fronts, above the mouth bevels, and are in ink.
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ST. JAMES'S, PICCADILLY
Samole oioe marks lrom three ranks: Bishop, 1852
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Aims tr f  BIOS
i. To promote cb_iec,tive scholarly research into the
hrstor l ,  o i ' i i ie orgal  and i ts r lusic in al l  i ts aspects.
and. rn pu'r i ;u lai .  into rhc or-gan and i ts music in
Brirrin.

2. To consen,e the s<lurces and materials for the
history of the organ in Britein, and to make thelrr
accessible to scholars.

3. To woik for thc preservatron, anri, whcre
necessar-\/, rhe fairhful restoraiion of historic organs
irr  Br i t l in.

4. To encouruse an exchange of scholarship with
sirular bodies and inrJividuals abroad, and ro pro:nore
a greater appreciat ion of  hlstor ical  overseas and
continental schools of organ building in Britain.
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