

































































grand piano, making a distinctive sound when played with sub and super couplers.

Richard Hills’s recital, without sheet music and entirely from memory, varied from
von Suppé and Edward German to Delibes via Cole Porter and Fats Waller. The
triumph had to be Richard’s own version of “Tiger Rag’. lan Bell’s contribution
discussed Compton’s significant output of cinema organs but mentioned that John
Compton had nevertheless distanced himself personally from mere ‘entertainment’
instruments.

Donald MacKenzie, organist of the 5-manual Compton in the Odeon Cinema,
Leicester Square, London, and frequent artist in the accompaniment of silent films,
spoke of the techniques involved, emphasising the importance of advance
knowledge of the film’s contents. The work of Norman Cocker and Percy Whitlock
in the light music field was discussed by Richard Hills, emphasising the all round
contribution of Quentin Maclean. An original recording of Maclean playing a
Wagner transcription on the Christie in the former Regal, Marble Arch,
demonstrated his remarkable ability as well as the somewhat brighter sound of the
Christie compared to the Troxy Wurlitzer.

One of the most interesting outcomes of the day was the clear impression of the way
in which the Wurlitzer tonal style is surviving, not only in the revival of the best of
the silent films and their accompaniment, but also in the performance of light music.
Although the cinema organ had started as replacement for expensive orchestras, it
had developed from pure orchestral imitation to the creation of a sound spectrum
that was purely its own. This was clearly key to the remarkable continued interest in
a genre whose original purpose was supplanted by the development of the ‘talkies’
less than five years after the launch of the first Wurlitzer in the UK.

John Norman

THE LEFFLER MANUSCRIPT

A unique collection of stop-lists compiled around 1800 and attributed to Henry Leffler.
The last few copies of the facsimile hardback edition are reduced to £25 plus postage.

Place your order now on the BIOS website:
http://www bios.org.uk/store/products_detail.php?ProductID=6

or.

At the Sign of the Pipe, I S— .
For UK orders please add £8.50 for p+p and make cheques payable to 'BIOS'. For non-UK
prders please ask for details.
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